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AGENDA 


Reconnection: Reconnect to the Earth, Reconnect with Each Other 


Join us as the Biodiversity Funder Group's community of colleagues and friends (old and new) gathers at 
the BFG Annual Members Meeting, in person, on the shores of historic Jekyll Island, Georgia in the heart 
of the Gullah Geechee Corridor, the National Heritage Area designated to protect the culture and 
heritage of descendants of enslaved Africans between Florida and North Carolina. 


As we gather for the first time since 2019, we will explore the pristine, protected natural habitat and 
coastal ecology of the southeastern United States, both beautiful and complex, as a lens to address 
parallel environmental conservation challenges around the world. Together, we will wrestle with the 
history of wealthy philanthropy's elite approach to conservation and its impact on marginalized 
communities. And we'll learn about innovative regional solutions and emerging trends targeting 
biodiversity and climate resilience that could be a template for work in other regions and countries. 


We will hear from peers and partners in the American South, compare notes on how our grantmaking 
practices and the programs we support have evolved in light of the Covid pandemic, social movements, 
and global events, discuss the evolving legacy of conservation philanthropy, and identify new ways to 
bring philanthropic leadership to climate and biodiversity issues. 


Given the variety of personal and professional difficulties we’ve all encountered over these last couple of 
years, we are thrilled to reconnect with the Biodiversity Funders Group community in this beautiful, 
serene locale. We sincerely hope you’ll plan to "kumbaya" as we reaffirm our shared commitments to 
addressing biodiversity in an increasingly complex world. 


The Biodiversity Funder Group's Annual Members Meeting will take place at the Jekyll Island Club Resort 
in Jekyll Island, GA. The meeting formally begins over dinner at 6 PM Eastern on Monday, June 6, 2022 
and ends at noon on Thursday, June 9, 2022. Many BFG members are working hard to develop engaging 
sessions and special events; the event page will be updated as elements are being finalized. To take 
advantage of pre-meeting activities during the day on Monday—member-led learning academies, site 
visits, and a trip to the Okefenokee Swamp National Wildlife Refuge are among the likely options--you 
are encouraged to arrive on Sunday, June 5. 


Logistics 


Most of our activities will be at the Morgan Center. Some of our concurrent sessions will be held in other 
nearby buildings. Please consult the agenda below to see where each session is located. Click on this link 
for a downloadable copy of the venue map. 


Monday, June 6 (all times ET) 


6:45 - 5:00 pm 


Field Academies - Optional (additional fee) 


Kayak Tour of Okefenokee Swamp National Wildlife Refuge 


Please meet in the Aspinall Room at 6:45 AM and pick up your to-go breakfast 
(Okefenokee Swamp and Ossabaw Island) and lunches for the day (Ossabaw 
Island). Buses will depart at 7 AM sharp. Return to Jekyll Island around 4:30/5 
PM. 


We will launch from the east entrance to spend a few hours exploring this vast 
freshwater ecosystem with Charles McMillan from Georgia Conservancy and a 
guide from Okefenokee Adventures. We plan to stop by Chesser Prairie as we 
traverse into the swamp. We will break for lunch either at the launch site or on 
an elevated platform in the swamp. Dress for warm, humid activity, and include 
a hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, and water shoes (or shoes that can get wet). 
Bring binoculars if you have them. Don’t forget your water bottle! There will be 
a water service in the room to fill your water bottles. There will also be water 
and soft drinks on the bus. This is a flatwater trip for all abilities. 


If you will be meeting us there and do not need a spot on the bus, please let 
Lisa Jaguzny, ljaguzny@biodiversityfunders.org, know as soon as possible. 


The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge conserves the unique qualities of the 
Okefenokee Swamp and is the headwaters of the Suwannee and St. Marys 
rivers. The refuge provides habitat for threatened and endangered species, such 
as the red-cockaded woodpecker, indigo snake, and wood stork, along with a 
wide variety of other wildlife. It is world-renowned for its amphibian 
populations that are bio-indicators of global health. More than 600 plant species 
have been identified on refuge lands. 


The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge has 353,981 acres of National 
Wilderness Area within the refuge boundaries. In addition, the refuge is a 
Wetland of International Importance (RAMSAR Convention — 1971) because of 
the Okefenokee Swamp's importance and value on an international scale and is 
also on the tentative list to become a World Heritage Site. From the open, wet 
"prairies" of the east side to the forested cypress swamps on the west, 
Okefenokee is a mosaic of habitats, plants, and wildlife. As you paddle the 
refuge’s cypress swamp and wet prairie, you might see alligators, river otters, 
white ibis, red-shouldered hawk, barred owl, sandhill cranes, great blue herons, 
and prothonotary warblers. To know more about Okefenokee we recommend 
this episode of the PBS program EcoSense for Living. 


6:30 pm 
Location: 


Ossabaw Island Natural History Tour 


Please meet in the Aspinall Room at 6:45 AM and pick up your to-go breakfast 
(Okefenokee Swamp and Ossabaw Island) and lunches for the day (Ossabaw 
Island). Buses will depart at 7 AM sharp. Return to Jekyll Island around 4:30/5 
PM. 


We depart from the marina for the 45-minute or so boat ride to Ossabaw Island 
— a state Heritage Preserve that can only be visited for specific purposes. We 
land at a dock on the north end of the island and then transfer to a truck with 
benches in the back to travel safari-style around the northern half of the island. 
There is much human history spanning 4,500 years from the Native Americans 
through Colonial, Plantation, and modern eras including the grounds and 
outside of the Torrey-West mansion. We may encounter the small herd of feral 
donkeys — which are used to humans and can be hand-fed, famous Ossabaw 
feral pigs, deer, and a variety of birdlife. We will lunch somewhere on the island 
and then return to the marina. The trip lasts approximately 6 hours or so. 


Dress for heat, humidity, and possible rain. Bring sunscreen, insect repellent, 
hat, water bottle, and lunch. There will be minimal walking, but please wear 
close-toed shoes. Don’t forget your water bottle! There is drinkable water and 
full 21st-century restrooms on the island, but no restaurant or food services. 
Each visitor to Ossabaw Island must sign an online release/hold harmless 
form. Here is a link to the Release Form. 


At approximately 26,000 acres, Ossabaw Island is Georgia’s third-largest barrier 
island, located 30 minutes south of Savannah on the Atlantic coast. Nearly 9,000 
acres are high ground; the remainder is tidal wetlands. Roughly ten miles long 
and 7 miles wide at its widest point, Ossabaw Island is a Heritage Preserve 
owned by the State of Georgia. The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 
manages the island and the Ossabaw Island Foundation maintains several island 
buildings and coordinates on-island programming. 


Participants will land at a dock on the north end of the island and then transfer 
to a truck with benches in the back to travel safari-style around the northern 
half of the island. The tour will unpack the considerable human history spanning 
4,500 years from the Native Americans through Colonial, Plantation, and 
modern eras including the grounds and outside of the Torrey-West mansion. We 
may encounter the small herd of feral donkeys — which are used to humans and 
can be hand-fed, famous Ossabaw feral pigs, deer, and a variety of birdlife. The 
trip includes a short boat ride to/from the island, a guided tour led by Elizabeth 
Dubose, Executive Director of the Ossabaw Island Foundation, and lunch. 


Meet and Greet Reception 
Riverview Lounge 


7:30 pm 


Location: 


The Orianne Society will be on hand to share some exquisite examples of the 
South’s world-renowned biodiversity through their incredible live specimen 
collection. 


Special Guest: 
Chris Jenkins, CEO of The Orianne Society and staff 


Opening Dinner - Looking Beyond Land Acknowledgement: The 
Muscogee Creek Nation and Macon/Bibb County, Georgia 
Grand Dining Room 


Tracie Revis and Seth Clark of the Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve Initiative 
will share the experience of a unique partnership between the Muscogee 
(Creek) Nation and the middle Georgia region to jointly advocate for the creation 
of the Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve. The first of its kind in Georgia, the 
preserve is centered within the ancestral homelands of the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation. As envisioned, management authority over the Muscogee (Creek) 
Nation’s culturally significant sites and ecologically important lands and waters 
of the Ocmulgee River will be fully shared. The speakers will share how the 
coalition advocating for the preserve is working to double the size of protected 
lands, ultimately resulting in the conservation of tens of thousands of acres of 
cultural and biological significance. Federal designation by Congress as a park 
and preserve is a key step toward healing and atonement in the region and will 
unite the land's first stewards and its current stewards under a common goal. 


Speakers: 


Tracie Revis, MHR, JD, of the Yuchi and Muscogee (Creek) Tribes, is an enrolled 
citizen of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation and is the Director of Advocacy of the 
Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve Initiative. 


Seth Clark, the Mayor Pro Tem of Macon-Bibb County, GA, is the Executive 
Director of the Ocmulgee National Park and Preserve Initiative. 


Tuesday, June 7 (all times ET) 


7:30 - 9:00 am 
Location: 


9:00 am 
Location: 


Continental Breakfast/Open Space 
Morgan Center 


Annual Members Meeting Opening and Overview 
Morgan Center 


Speakers: 

Aileen Lee, Moore Foundation 

Kerri Forrest, Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 
Troy Ettel, Turner Foundation 

Judy Hatcher, Biodiversity Funders Group 


9:30am 
Location: 


9:45 am 
Location: 


10:30 am 


10:45 am 
Location: 


Welcome to the Gullah/Geechee Nation 
Morgan Center 


Speaker: 
Queen Quet, Chieftess, Gullah/Geechee Nation 


What We All Can Learn from the Southern US 
Morgan Center 


The southern United States offers many things, but biodiversity is one 

that has few rivals. Possessing some of the most biodiverse and intact 
waterways, temperate forests, and coastal marshes in the world, there is much 
to see, celebrate, and safeguard. 


Problems here are reflected across the world. Rapid population growth, 
sea-level rise, and changing land use have led the Center for Biological Diversity 
to call the Southeast “one of the most imperiled ecosystems on the planet.” Yet, 
despite its global significance, the American South remains underrepresented in 
philanthropic giving. 


Dr. Paula Ehrlich, executive director of the E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation, 
and David Weitnauer, executive director of the R. Howard Dobbs, Jr. Foundation, 
will join us to discuss the significance of the southeast region to the global 
conversation. We will look at both biodiversity and human cultural diversity of 
the region, and the coalitions that are working together, across cultural, racial, 
and political divides, to protect biodiversity corridors. 


Speakers: 
Dr. Paula Ehrlich, E.O. Wilson Biodiversity Foundation (confirmed) 
David Weitnauer, Dobbs Foundation (confirmed) 


Moderator: 
Kerri Forrest, Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 


Break 


The Tangled Legacy of Conservation Philanthropy 
Morgan Center 


Prompted by the unique history of Jekyll Island, once an elite getaway for 
powerful Gilded Age millionaires, the morning plenary will feature a very special 
fishbowl dialogue. The first speakers will share how they've wrestled with 
systemic complexities and contradictions in environmental philanthropy and 
others in the audience will be encouraged to join the conversation as they feel 
led. 


11:30 am 
Location: 


12:15 pm 
Location: 


1:30 pm 
Location: 


3:00 pm 


3:30 pm 


Speakers: All participants! 


Moderator: 
Cathy Lehman, Harder Foundation 


What’s Changed in Philanthropy Since 2019? 
Morgan Center 


A lot has happened in philanthropy since 2019, and this session will give us the 
space to truly reconnect and chat about how the philanthropic sector has 
changed. We’ll engage in thought-provoking discussions in groups about our 
work and roles as funders, current trends we’re seeing in biodiversity, and what 
our hopes are for the sector in the coming years. Think of this as a mini therapy 
session - we could all use a little TLC! 


Speakers: All participants! 


Moderator: 
Suraya Williams, Robertson Foundation 


Lunch 
Grand Dining Room 


Land Rights and the Role of Philanthropy 
Morgan Center 


Across North America and around the world the issue of land ownership 

and stewardship continues to be hotly contested as globalization and climate 
change conspire, while 30 by 30 targets are being pursued. The Black and 
Indigenous-led landback movements create both huge opportunities and 
challenges to conservation and conservation methodologies. As we look 
forward, what can philanthropy learn for all people and the planet to benefit? 
What new models can inspire shared stewardship of biodiverse lands and our 
collective path forward? 


Speakers: 

Dr Jennie Stephens, Center for Heirs Property Preservation 

Eli Enns, IPCA Innovation Centre, Indigenous Circle of Experts Canada, Founder 
Isaak Olaam 


Moderator: 
Joanna Kerr, MakeWay 


Break 


Breakout Session: How do we ensure Nature-Based Climate Solutions 
are good for the planet and for people? 


Location: 


3:30 pm 


Location: 


3:30 pm 


Location: 


Morgan Center 


With the climate crisis looming and governments, social movements, and 
philanthropy looking for rapid solutions nature-based climate solutions are 
increasingly being applied. In some regions ‘fortress conservation’ approaches 
have been imposed, and in other places, Indigenous-centered approaches are 
being designed. This session will look at what is working and why from a 
Canadian perspective that could be relevant for BFG members. 


Speakers: 
Aileen Lee, Moore Foundation 
Joseph Pallant, Ecotrust Canada (virtual) 


Moderator: 
Bridgitte Taylor, MakeWay Foundation 


Breakout Session: Challenges and Opportunities for Conservation 
Funding in the South 
Federal Reserve Room 


Philanthropic investment in environmental issues in the Southern American 
states is chronically low, despite the extraordinary range of landscapes, climatic 
zones, and biodiversity ranging from the Atlantic coast to west of the Mississippi 
River, and from the Gulf Coast to greater Appalachia. Because there are few very 
large environment funders in this large region, we don’t hear very much about 
the good work that is happening and how much more could be done. 


Join us for an informal roundtable discussion about the state of biodiversity 
funding, and chat with grantmakers about where the needs are and where 
increased or aligned funding might have the greatest impact. 


Moderators: 

Christine Reeves Strigaro, The Sapelo Foundation 

Dr. LaTonya Penny, The Laughing Gull Foundation 

David Farren, Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 


Breakout Session: Decolonizing Conservation Philanthropy in the Global 
Context (funders only) 
Aldridge Room 


Biodiversity Funders Group members have been reflecting on diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and racism more deliberately and systematically over the last two 
years, challenging themselves to critically assess how we can enhance our role 
to catalyze change toward a more equitable and decolonized society. For those 
funders who work in regions outside the United States and Canada, this 
challenge becomes even more complex as colonization, racism, and inequality 
play out in different socio-political contexts. Join us in a funders-only dialogue as 
we set the stage for further conversations and learning opportunities. 


6:00 pm 
Location: 


Moderators: 
Marcelo Bonta, JEDI Heart 


Coastal Feast Catered by Strong Roots 
Morgan Center 


Please meet at 6:00 pm at the Morgan Center to board the buses. We'll travel 
into town to dine at Gilliard Farms with Tia Raiford and celebrated “CheFarmer’ 
Matthew Raiford. Matthew is the great-great-great grandson of Jupiter Gilliard, 
who bought farmland in coastal Georgia in 1874, following his emancipation 
from slavery. Matthew and his family still farm that land today, promoting food 
access and organic farming practices, and sharing their Gullah-Geechee 
foodways and heritage with a national audience. We will enjoy a low country 
boil and other regional favorites, including plenty of vegetarian and vegan 
options. 


? 


Wednesday, June 8 (all times ET) 


6:45 - 10:00 am 
Location: 


6:45 am 


6:45 am - 1:30 pm 


8:00 am - 12:00 pm 


Continental Breakfast 
Morgan Center 


Choose from one of the following half-day field trips: 
Costs are included in your registration fee. 


Sapelo Island tour with JR Grovner and Geechee Sweetgrass Basket 
Demonstration 

Please meet at the Morgan Center at 6:45 AM to grab breakfast to-go and a 
box lunch, and depart Jekyll Island Resort PROMPTLY at 7 AM. Return to Jekyll 
Island by 1:30 PM. We will catch the 8:30 AM ferry (30-minute ride) to Sapelo 
Island where we will be met by JR Grovner for a_unique cultural and natural 
history tour of the island, including an exploration of Native American shell 
mounds. We'll conclude with an African sweetgrass basket-making 
demonstration by Master basket maker Yvonne Grovner. We'll return on the 
noon ferry, then eat lunch on the bus on our return to Jekyll Island. Dress for 
heat, humidity, and possible rain. Bring sunscreen, insect repellent, a hat, and a 
water bottle. There will be minimal walking, but please wear close-toed shoes. 


Salt Marsh Kayak Tour 
Please meet at the Morgan Center after 6:45 AM for a buffet breakfast and 


then depart Jekyll Island Resort PROMPTLY at 8 AM. Return to Jekyll Island by 
noon in time for lunch. After a short bus ride to the launch site, followed by a 
quick safety talk, we’ll venture out in kayaks on a paddle up Three Dolphin to 
‘Turtle Town' where we'll likely encounter a wide variety of wildlife. We'll get a 
dockside primer from a local DNR Bird expert, and be accompanied by Megan 
Desrosiers, Executive Director of One Hundred Miles. Dress for warm, humid 
activity, and include a hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, and water shoes (or 


8:30 am - 12:00 pm 


12:00 pm 
Location: 


2:00 pm 
Location: 


2:05 pm 
Location: 


3:30 pm 


shoes that can get wet). Bring binoculars if you have them. This is a flatwater 
trip for all abilities. 


Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center + Explore Jekyll Island Coastal Ecology on foot 
or kayak with 4-H Tidelands Nature Center 

Please meet at the Morgan Center after 6:45 AM for a buffet breakfast and 
then we'll depart Jekyll Island Resort on foot or bike together at 8:30 AM. 
Return to Jekyll Island by noon in time for lunch. We'll begin at the Georgia Sea 
Turtle Center, which was developed as an institution devoted to the 
rehabilitation of injured sea turtles and the preservation of the delicate balance 
of the oceanic ecosystem. We'll then embark on a journey into Georgia’s 
abundant salt marsh, where we’ll discover tidal creeks, estuaries, food webs, 
Spartinagrass, and the importance of the marsh ecosystem. Dress for wet, 
muddy, hot, and humid conditions! Don't forget your water bottle, sunscreen, 
and a hat! If you have registered for this trip, Lisa Jaguzny will contact you by 
email to confirm which portions you plan to participate in. 


You may take part in either or both components—note: option to travel to our 
destinations on bicycles! 


Lunch - Open Space 
Morgan Center 


Welcome Back 
Morgan Center 


Speakers: 
Suraya Williams, Robertson Foundation 


Communities Working Across Borders for Coastal Resilience 
Morgan Center 


Around the world, people are coming together across differences and borders to 
repair and protect critical coastal lands. In this session, we’ll examine how 
leaders in the US and in other countries are building the relationships they need 
to develop large-scale coastal conservation projects, often with unusual 
bedfellows. 


Speakers: 

Queen Quet, Chieftess, Gullah/Geechee Nation 
Megan Desrosiers, One Hundred Miles 

Steve Rocliffe, Blue Ventures 


Moderator: 
Imani Fairweather Morrison, Oak Foundation 


Break 


3:45 pm - 5:00 pm 


Location: 


3:45 pm - 5:00 pm 
Location: 


6:30 pm 
Location: 


Breakout Sessions: Is there a role for the private forest owner and 
working forests in conserving biodiversity? 
Morgan Center 


Southern forests are known for their unique biodiversity assemblages. 
Appalachian and longleaf pine forests both particularly rank highly globally 
amongst temperate forests in biodiversity. Southern forests are mostly privately 
owned, with 86% held by both family and institutional owners. The 30x30 goal 
to protect 30% of the world by 2030 has brought heightened discussions around 
the role of private lands because there is recognition that this goal cannot be 
attained without private, working lands. In this session, Jimmy Bullock of 
Resource Management Service, one of the largest global providers of timberland 
investment and management services, and Lauren Ward, with the Conservation 
without Conflict Coalition, will look at how private lands can be essential to 
achieving this goal and conserving biodiversity. 


Speakers: 

Jimmy Bullock, Senior Vice President of Forest Sustainability, Resource 
Management Service, LLC 

Dr. Lauren Ward, Ph.D. JD, Executive Director, Conservation Without Conflict 
Coalition. 


Moderator: 
Troy Ettel, Turner Foundation 


Breakout Sessions: Ocean and Coastal Resource Extraction 
Federal Reserve Room 


Extractive industries are responsible for more than 80% of biodiversity loss, and 
the increasing demand for natural resources is furthering the threat to different 
ecosystems. In this session, we will discuss the far-reaching impacts of ocean 
and coastal resource extraction. During our discussion, we'll focus on emerging 
trends in fossil fuel drilling and deep-sea mining, solutions that target their 
negative environmental impacts, and how philanthropy can play a role in 
protecting the ocean’s biodiversity from these forms of extractive practices. 


Speakers: 
Jackie Savitz, Chief Policy Officer at Oceana 
Charles McMillan, Georgia Conservancy 


Moderator: 
Suraya Williams, Robertson Foundation 


Dinner and Games 
Morgan Center 


After a long and eventful day, enjoy a Tuscan-inspired meal, followed by drinks, 
‘smores,' and classic backyard games on the veranda or board games in the 
Game Room. Or play a traditional game of croquet on the front lawn. 


Thursday, June 9 (all times ET) 


7:30 - 9:00 am 
Location: 


9:00 am 


Location: 


10:30 am 


10:45 am 
Location: 


11:45 am 
Location: 


11:45 am 


Continental Breakfast / Open Space 
Morgan Center 


Climate, Biodiversity, and Politics, how funders can help depolarize the 
debate 
Morgan Center 


In the US and around the world, public support for biodiversity and climate 
change efforts is being hampered by extreme political divisions, sometimes 
cynically by corporate and reactionary interests. In this session, we'll hear how 
environmental leaders are dealing with polarization on the community level to 
build momentum for change. 


Speakers: 
Wanda Moseley, Black Voters Matter Fund 
Angus T. McAllister, McAllister Opinion Research (virtual) 


Moderator: 
Deborah Philbrick, MacArthur Foundation 


Break 


Closing Keynote 
Morgan Center 


This session will be pre-recorded. 


Speakers: 
Giuliana Furci, Fungi Foundation (virtual) 


Introduced by: 
Renu Mittal, Walton Family Foundation 


Acknowledgements and appreciations 
Morgan Center 


Speakers: 

Kerri Forrest, Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 
Troy Ettel, Turner Foundation 

Judy Hatcher, Biodiversity Funders Group 


Grab and go Lunch 


Location: Morgan Center 


